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82%
of students are satisfied with the training  
provided by The Gordon.
The Gordon exceeded the Victorian TAFE network 
average on 10 of the 11 performance measures of the 
2022 Victorian Skills Authority student survey.

The Gordon Institute of TAFE grew out of the need for 
technical training in the brave new world of the 1800s 
industrial age. From its origins as a mechanics institute,  
The Gordon Institute of TAFE has become the 
embodiment of quality vocational education and 
training in Geelong  
and beyond.

Transformation of traditional industrial practices to 
modern smart technology across rapidly advancing 
industries such as manufacturing and engineering has 
required The Gordon to adapt its training delivery to 
meet the skills and knowledge of the future workforce.

This includes supporting the Victorian Government’s 
10-year clean economy plan to create the training 
and skills opportunities for workers, businesses, and 
industry.

Our Mission
The Gordon Institute of TAFE’s mission is to provide an 
enriching student experience that promotes pathways 
for employment or further study and lead the skilling of 
industries and communities.

Our Awards
At the Victorian International Education Awards held in 
Melbourne in October 2022, The Gordon was awarded:

•   Excellence in International Education - TAFE

•   Excellence in International Student 

•   Premiers Award for International Education  
Provider of the Year.

At the 2022 Victorian Training Awards, The Gordon 
was a finalist in the Inclusive Training Provider of the 
Year category.

In 2023 The Gordon was shortlisted for the, 2023 
Victorian Multicultural Awards for Excellence.

Quality Vocational Education  
and Training in Geelong
- Victoria’s second largest city
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76%
Employer satisfaction as the 2023 Victorian Skills 
Satisfaction Survey shows.

5



The Gordon Institute of TAFE has been 
providing quality education for more than  
135 years.

With multiple campuses servicing the Geelong, 
Wyndham, Ballarat and Colac regions, The 
Gordon delivers an extensive range of study 
options, with qualifications ranging from 
Certificate I to the Advanced Diploma level as 
well as apprenticeships and traineeships.

For organisations looking to provide training for 
their staff, the institute offers a diverse range of 
courses that can be customised to meet client 
needs, including flexible accredited and non-
accredited training, such as micro credentials or 
short courses. These can be delivered to clients 
on campus or in the workplace, entirely online, 
or blended (mix of face-to-face and online 
delivery), adhering to the qualification and unit 
framework created.

Our extensive infrastructure and facilities 
provide a reliable platform and depth of 
capability to deliver high quality training and 
skill development solutions to meet the needs 
of industry – now and into the future. 

World-class Culinary Training

The city campus is home to a world-class 
$23.5m culinary school that was re-developed 
and officially opened in September 2022. The 
redevelopment has transformed the facilities 
into a world-class hospitality and cookery 
training centre capable of competing locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

Study Areas:
• Accounting 
• Aged Care
• Building Design and Construction
• Clean Economy 
• Community and Social Welfare Services
• Commercial Cookery and Patisserie 
• Digital 
• Early Childhood Education
• English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
• Engineering
• Graphic Design
• Hairdressing
• Horticulture, Land Management  

and Conservation
• Information Technology and Computing
• Interior Design
• Laboratory Technology
• Nursing
• Remedial Massage
• Science and Technology.

Flexible training and skill development 
solutions to meet the needs of industry  
- Now and into the Future
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The Gordon Institute of TAFE is located on 
the beautiful Port Phillip Bay in Geelong, the 
second largest city in Victoria only 1 hour from 
Melbourne and 30 minutes from the Great 
Ocean Road. Our enviable coastal location 
creates harmony for industry and tourism. 

The Western Growth Corridor between 
Melbourne and Geelong will see an increase 
in population to 400,000+, with an industrial 
and logistics centre focused around the 

Avalon Airport that will expand to include new 
international and air freight terminals. Geelong 
has a deep water port and special cargo 
facilities and has been a major manufacturing 
and shipping hub for over 150 years. 

This location also offers a safe and affordable 
coastal lifestyle in a vibrant university town with 
a strong tourism industry due to the birth of 
the surfing industry and the proximity to many 
cultural and nature based tourist attractions. 

Melbourne

The Gordon City Campus

The Gordon Princes Campus

The Gordon Werribee Campus

Port Phillip Bay

Corio Bay Portarlington

Bannockburn

Colac

Werribee

St Leonards

Queenscliff

Sorrento

Lorne

Anglesea

Torquay

Barwon 
Heads

Geelong
The Gordon East Campus

Colac Trade Training Centre

| 7

More than a century of international training 
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2023 WorldSkills Australia National Championships. The Gordon 
students Trey McAuley (carpentry) bronze medalist and Tristan 
Rozenfeld and Jack Terrill (mechatronics) silver medalists.4

campuses. The Gordon is 
one of Victoria’s largest 
vocational education and 
training (VET) institutes.

650+
full-time staff members.

14,000+
students studying 
amongst The Gordon’s 
four campuses.

The changing economy has seen the 
development of four major hospitals, the 
relocation of many government service 
providers to the city, and a shift from 
manufacturing to education and training, 
healthcare, professional, scientific and  
technical services. 

The Gordon’s main Geelong campus is ideally 
situated in the CBD, next to the burgeoning arts 
precinct and the main railway station providing 
good public transport links to all attending 
students.  The campus is also walking distance 
to one of Australia’s most stunning waterfronts 
where a ferry service operates daily between 
Geelong and Melbourne. Geelong is Victoria’s 
second-largest city and the gateway to the 
internationally renowned Great Ocean Road. 
Geelong is Australia’s first (and only) City of 
Design and a member of the UNESCO Creative 
City Network since 2017. 

The Gordon addresses skills gaps and  
develops the depth of skills needed for 
significant government and non-government 
projects to bolster the region’s capabilities and 
economic competitiveness. 

It is the institute’s capabilities, expertise,  
and experience to design, develop and deliver 
specialised curriculum that provides a high 
standard, job-ready workforce equipped 
with the technical and soft skills needed to 
confidently work in industry. 

Campuses
• Geelong City Campus

• East Geelong Campus

• Werribee Watton Street Campus  
and Princes Highway Campus.

Trade Training Centres 

Training & Assessment, Early Childhood, 
Building Management, and Plumbing Licencing, 
Automotive, Brick Laying, Carpentry, Furniture 
Making, ElectroTechnology, Plumbing, Allied 
Health Assistance, and Animal Studies. 

Colac Learning Centre

Building and Construction, Automotive.

It is the institute’s capabilities, expertise, and 
experience to design, develop and deliver 
specialised curriculum that provides a high 
standard, job-ready local workforce equipped 
with the technical and soft skills needed to 
confidently work in industry. 

Equipping the workforce 
through specialised curriculum
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60%75+
international students 
from 75+ countries.

1887
The Gordon has been a 
leading Industry Training 
Provider Since 1887.

of students reside in 
the wider Geelong 
catchment region.

Reaching a global scale
Since welcoming two Japanese wool students 
at The Gordon in 1920, the institute has trained 
students from more than 75 countries in a 
range of certificate, diploma and advanced 
diploma courses. Our students find The Gordon 
is more than just quality Australian education 
and training - it is an experience that creates 
and supports lifelong friendships.

The Gordon also has a long history of 
delivering offshore programs and maintaining 
successful training delivery partnerships in Asia. 
Competency training programs aim to build 
the capability of overseas vocational teaching 
staff by empowering them through training, 
mentoring and coaching to realise their  
full potential. 

WorldSkills Australia
The Gordon has a long and proud involvement 
with WorldSkills, officially joining the 
prestigious international championships of 
vocational skills when it was established in 1982. 
Since then a large number of students across 
various skill sets have found success at national 
and international levels and the calibre of The 
Gordon’s teaching staff is also showcased at 
these events with a number of highly skilled 
teachers taking on roles as judges both 
nationally and internationally.

Joint Programs
• Diploma of Accounting with Jiangsu Institute 

of Commerce in Nanjing (now known as 
JVIC) – a 10 year partnership.

• Diploma of Food Science and Technology 
with Shandong Agriculture and Engineering 
University in Jinan City – a 2 year partnership.

International Study Tours
We have been offering incoming study tours 
for all age groups from all around the world for 
over 10 years. Designed to promote learning 
and cultural awareness, training and English 
language skills, our study tours can be designed 
to suit the needs of each group, providing an 
insight into a variety of Australian professions, 
while also sampling life and study in Geelong.

We can offer:
• Professional development study tours
• Customised study tours.

Connecting with Asia
Our increased strategic focus with selected 
partners in the Asia region has resulted in new 
partnerships under development:

• Shandong Agricultural Engineering University 
Cooperation Agreement (MoU) and 
Application for dual award delivery including 
our Certificate IV in Accounting. 

• Weifang Vocational College Cooperation 
Agreement (MoU) and Application for  
dual award delivery including our Diploma  
of Business and Certificate III in  
Children’s Services.

• In 2019 The Gordon began delivering the 
Diploma of Building and Construction to 
Chonqing Jianzhou College (CJC) students 
in China. By the end of 2020, more than 60 
Chinese students had successfully enrolled 
in the course. In 2020 The Gordon signed 
an agreement with the Chongqing Centre 
for International Education Exchange, this 
partnership gives The Gordon access to 
teacher training and other professional 
development programs to one of the  
largest municipalities in China, boasting  
a population of 34 million.
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We provide training that delivers. 

The Gordon Institute of TAFE is a government 
owned Registered Training Organisation 
regulated by the Victorian State Government 
and is widely recognised by industry and 
students for its quality training delivery and 
industry skill development programs. 

We are accredited and recognised by English 
language quality assurance body NEAS, 
Australian Community Workers Association, 
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation 
Agency and the Design Institute of Australia.

The Gordon offers training packages in a 
variety of areas — construction, design, civil, 
safety, business services, leadership and 
management, hospitality, community services, 
fashion, information technology, metal and 
engineering industry, and financial service.

Diversity and inclusion across the organisation 
is driven by The Gordon’s value of: We are  
The Gordon: We are one team.

Improving participation, retention  
and completion

The Gordon is focussed on improving wrap 
around services to support students at risk 
of non-completion including learners with 
additional needs.  An inclusive culture is 
attained through making services available to 
all students, while targeting students most in 
need to ensure they receive the support they 
need to succeed.

Building strong industry links.
The Gordon Institute of TAFE delivers  
training to a range of companies and  
industries, primarily in the West and  
South-West of Victoria.

The Gordon delivers training to a range of 
companies  and industries, primarily in the West 
and South-West region of Victoria. The institute 
also has partnerships with major international 
organisations such as G4S, Hanwha Defense  
and Ford.

Partnering with The Gordon. 

The Gordon is a trusted partner of many 
organisations, both locally and internationally, 
delivering bespoke education and 
employment programs that meet business 
goals and objectives. The institute builds 
collaborative partnerships to ensure ongoing 
successful outcomes through open and clear 
communications and a thorough understanding 
of the requirements expected.

The Gordon’s micro-credentials:

CYBERSECURITY
BUILDING AND 

CONSTRUCTION, 
AND 

MANUFACTURING

HOSPITALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD 
AND EDUCATION 

CARE

INTERNET OF 
THINGS

CARING FOR 
 THE ELDERLY

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  
FOR TEACHERS 
AND TRAINERS

SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE

Bespoke education and employment programs 
that meet business goals and objectives
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Source: 2022 Victorian Skills Authority student survey

Customised offering 
Work with The Gordon to develop training  
and determine if the training can be accredited.

International partnerships
The Gordon can develop non-accredited training  
mapped to Australian qualifications to allow pathways  
to onshore qualification.

Course development and mentoring 
Assist with developing internal training and provide  
delivery and quality guidance.

Standard training 
Enrol students and/or employees into  
The Gordon’s public courses.

These resources have a range of applications including:
• as a series of stackable and/or standalone non-accredited courses that may be aligned  

to recognition of prior learning or credits towards a qualification.
• to meet the needs of industry and targeted cohorts (e.g. international offshore industry, clients, or students).

to include digital badges aligned to recognised learning outcomes and excellence.
• can be used across a variety of learning modes including traditional face-to-face learning  

(master class or workshop), a blended approach or fully online.
• as taster courses and a marketing tool to attract international students to study with Victorian TAFEs.



Teacher profiles
Lela Olaogun  
Diploma of Nursing Teacher
“It is awesome working within a team that 
contribute to the recovery and well-being of  
people at different stages of their lives.”

“The healthcare industry is a constantly evolving 
industry with opportunities to make a difference 
in people’s lives,” says Diploma of Nursing teacher 
Lela Olaogun. “I love the fast-paced nature of the 
healthcare industry and the diversity of client base 
we encounter on the job. The Gordon provides 
excellent working platforms for students’ training, 
and I find it satisfying that our graduates are well 
sought after by industry recruiters.”

Lela joined the healthcare industry 10 years ago, 
starting as an aged carer in Melbourne nursing 
homes, an experience she says developed her 
passion and inspired her to become a registered 
nurse and subsequently, a trainer and assessor in  
the nursing industry.

Lela, who has been teaching at The Gordon for 
three years, has worked across different nursing 
specialties including surgical/medical, geriatric, 
cardiac and orthopaedic rehabilitation. She is  
highly qualified and uses her skills in instructional 
design to facilitate engaging and interactive sessions 
with students, using similar technological tools 
available in the health care industry. “The training  
we provide within our standard clinical laboratories  
is comprehensive and we have ongoing 
collaboration with the best healthcare facilities 
around Victoria where our students undertake their 
mandatory clinical placements,” said Lela, who 
“loves working at The Gordon”.

Rowan Sapwell 
Diploma of Hospitality Teacher
‘‘The Gordon Hospitality teachers are industry 
skilled, industry focused, and industry connected. 
Our training facilities and equipment set the 
benchmark for hospitality training in Australia.’’

Hospitality has been the perfect career choice 
for Rowan Sapwell who was initially drawn to the 
industry for its ‘lifestyle’. More than 40 years on 
and Rowan’s passion for the industry remains 
strong – he is the current owner operator of two 
successful Torquay-based businesses, 3rd Reef 
Coffee and Late For Breakfast Tea, and a teacher 
in the Diploma of Hospitality Management and 
Liquor Licensing programs at The Gordon. 

Rowan loves seeing students thrive and achieve 
their training and career goals in a rewarding and 
diverse industry.

‘’I enjoy being a part of the progression that 
students go through — from learning something 
new to mastering a skill,” he says. 

Rowan has taught at The Gordon for more than 
25 years’ and holds several qualifications, from 
a Bachelor of Commerce degree majoring in 
Management and eCommerce, to Diplomas and 
Graduate Certificates in hospitality, education, and 
training. Career highlights include being the owner 
operator of popular Geelong venues Republican 
Bar and Grill, and the waterfront seafood 
restaurant, Fisherman’s Pier. 

INTERNATIONAL – Capability Statement12



Student profiles
Francoise Zaninka 
Diploma of Early Childhood Education
“My name is Francoise. I’m 36 years old and 
am a refugee from Congo in Africa. I speak six 
languages including English. When I first went 
to The Gordon I honestly had, in a single word, 
nothing. I lacked skill, experience and all I was 
looking and hoping for was simple. I started 
studying English as another language. Once I 
completed all English language certificates I went 
on to study Certificate III in Children’s Services, 
then my diploma.

The experience of studying at The Gordon was 
more than I could have ever asked for. The quality 
of teaching and the care and support I received 
was what really stood out for me. The Gordon has 
provided the pathway to many possible careers in 
the future and ones I never thought were possible. 
Not only did they help me apply for university, 
they also assisted me with my resume and I am 
now working full time at Kardinia childcare and 
Kindergarten Geelong.” 

Yakubu Daffi 
Diploma of Nursing 
“I am happy I made the Gordon Institute of 
TAFE my study destination; I could not have had 
it any better. Being a TAFE, I felt the practical 
approach and real experience would help me 
further my studies and career path.

The teachers are a great asset. The amount 
of care and attention they provide exceeds 
expectations. I go to class every morning 
knowing that I have their full backing and 
support. Lessons are broken down into very 
simple and concise parts, our nursing labs are 
fully equipped with state of the art tools and 
our lesson plans are set up to match the current 
needs of the workforce.

The students are very welcoming and ready to 
interact. I have made friends who have become 
family. The multicultural environment made 
settling in a lot easier. Finding my way around 
during the first few weeks of admission was no 
problem because staff are always ready to direct 
you to your destination.”
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Certificate III in Supply Chain Operations
Transport and logistics are one of Australia’s fastest-
growing industries, offering a variety of employment 
opportunities. Understanding logistics including the 
systems, structures and processes that are in place to 
plan and implement the flow of goods and services is 
essential to effective business operations. This course 
provides pathways to higher qualification in transport 
and logistics.

Educational outcomes for the student include:    
• Logistics operator
• Warehouse operator
• Supply chain administration operator
• Supply chain administration officer
• Rail terminal operator.

Early Childhood  
Education and Care (ECEC)
There is a strong future demand for Childcare 
educators. Early Childhood and Education Care (ECEC) 
courses delivered by The Gordon are highly regarded 
in the sector due to the quality training and necessary 
skills and practical experience students gain, preparing 
them adequately for the demands of the sector. Over 
90% of students that complete ECEC training are 
employed prior to completing the course. Additionally, 
students are often signed as trainees after completing 
their first or second placement due to the quality 
of education and employability skills gained at The 
Gordon.

Professional teachers and quality programs prepare 
students for rewarding careers supporting the growth 
and development of young children, and their families. 
Accredited courses include the Certificate III and 
Diploma in ECEC, with traineeships and university 
pathways available to students. 

These courses are designed to provide the practical 
skills, knowledge and qualifications to confidently and 
appropriately interact with young children in a wide 
range of education settings across the region. This 
includes understanding and dealing with childhood 
behaviours and designing and teaching lessons in areas 
such as literacy, numeracy and creativity.

Courses include:

CHC30221 Certificate III in School Based Education Support

CHC30221 Certificate III in School Based Education Support

CHC50121 Diploma of Early Childhood Education and Care

Become a trainer in your industry
The Gordon’s popular TAE40116 Certificate IV in 
Training & Assessment (TAE), is the qualification that 
is needed to become a leader, trainer and assessor 
in an individual’s chosen field. Becoming a trainer 
can be achieved through the TAE course and its 
passionate, supportive trainers. This course is also 
ideal for employers interested in giving their staff the 
opportunity to further their personal development and 
career growth. Employers will have access to increased 
skills and experience within their staff.

The Gordon delivers ‘best in class’ stimulating education 
and provides both on-campus and work place-based 
training programs at the apprenticeship, traineeship, 
certificate, and diploma levels. Teaching staff enable 
and empower their students to be the best version of 
themselves and have substantial industry experience, 
are well respected industry figures, completing a cycle 
that links students, industry, and staff. The Gordon 
creates lifelong learners who are job ready and able to 
navigate the new world of work.

Stimulating education and training  
to enhance careers and employment
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Courses

SIT30816 Certificate III Commercial Cookery (Fulltime)

SIT40521 Certificate IV in Kitchen Management (Fulltime)

SIT50416 Diploma Hospitality Management (Fulltime)

Cookery and Hospitality
The Gordon Culinary School is the number one provider 
of cookery and patisserie training in the Greater 
Geelong region. These courses are delivered by world-
class teachers who possess a wealth of knowledge, 
share current trends, and teach hands-on skills and 
experience to prepare students for a rewarding career. 

The city campus is home to a $23.5m culinary school 
that was officially opened in September 2022. It 
features cutting-edge food training kitchens equipped 
with the latest sustainable cookery equipment, a bakery 
training facility, barista academy and café and an 
alfresco dining area. 

Shandong Agricultural College, China 
Diploma of Food Science and Technology

This three-year joint program ran 5 cohorts 
from 2013 to 2019 with 159 students, and 
89% completion rate. The course was 
delivered in China by Australian teachers 
from The Gordon who had extensive food 
manufacturing industry experience and 
provided expert insights into all aspects of 
the food industry including its challenges 
and opportunities. The course consisted 
of six semesters. Students studied English 
and Chinese units in the first year. The 
Australian program was delivered in the 
third, fourth and fifth semesters. Students 
also completed their internship in the 
sixth semester.  The program equipped 
students to work in a management role 
in technical or quality departments of the 
food industry, overseeing the production 
of:  general food processing, meat, 
seafood, poultry including chicken meat 
and egg processing, dairy processing, 
confectionery, beverages, and baking  
and cereals.
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Health and Community 
The Health and Community programs at The Gordon 
are highly regarded within the sector and are designed 
to give people from all backgrounds the opportunity to 
pursue rewarding and fulfilling careers in acute health, 
aged care and community health. The institute partners 
with major employers in the health sector to support 
skills development within the existing and future 
workforce. These popular courses equip students with 
the knowledge and practical skills needed to work in the 
rapidly evolving industry. 

The Gordon can deliver courses in Community Services 
to organisations and colleges offshore only, in line with 
requirements of the Australia Government education 
authorities. 

Certificate IV in Cyber Security 
Cyber security is an evolving challenge requiring 
significant collaboration between industry and 
government to build resilient systems. As a growing 
threat, it is critical that systems, networks and programs 
are fully protected from Cyber crime. 

The Certificate IV in Cyber Security is a technician 
level qualification that provides graduates with the 
knowledge and a comprehensive set of technical skills 
that enables them to: 

• monitor the risk of cyber security attacks 

• implement appropriate software 

• use a range of tools and procedures to mitigate cyber 
security threats 

• protect an organisation from insider security 
breaches 

• develop systems to minimise network vulnerabilities 
and risks. 

Graduates of the course can seek employment as 
cyber security practitioners in a range of commercial 
enterprises/organisations and government bodies. Job 
roles include:

• Security Operations Centre (SOC) Analyst 

• Cyber Security Analyst 

• Networking Security Support officer.

This course provides an introduction into information 
communication technology (ICT) and Cyber Security 
studies and provides pathways into higher level studies. 

Courses include:

HLT54121 Diploma of Nursing

CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support  
(Ageing and Disability)

HLT37215 Certificate III in Pathology Collection

CHC32015 Certificate III in Community Services 

CHC42015 Certificate IV in Community Services

CHC40413 Certificate IV in Youth Work

CHC43115 Certificate IV in Disability 

CHC52015 Diploma of Community Services  
(Case Management)

HLT33115 Certificate III in Health Service Assistance

CHC43415 Certificate IV in Leisure and Health 

HLT33015 Certificate III in Allied Health Assistance

HLT43015 Certificate IV in Allied Health Assistance

HLT37015 Certificate III in Sterilisation

HLT47015 Certificate IV in Sterilisation

HLT47515 Certificate IV in Operating Theatre  
Technical Support

MSL50118 Diploma of Laboratory Technology

MSL40118 Certificate IV in Laboratory Techniques

MSL30118 Certificate III in Laboratory skills

CSC30122 Certificate III in Correctional Practice

HLTAID009 Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation

HLTAID011 Provide first aid

Mental Health First Aid.



The Gordon is a diverse organisation that is committed 
to respecting and celebrating the region’s Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander heritage.

In 2020 The Gordon launched its inaugural 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), an important element 
of ongoing engagement with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. In 2021, the $450,000 Kitjarra 
Centre was officially opened by Minister for Training and 
Skills and Higher Education, Gayle Tierney. The Centre, 
developed as part of the $23.5 million refurbishment 
and modernisation of The Gordon’s culinary school at 
the City Campus, houses the Aboriginal Education Unit 
and is an important part of the Victorian Government’s 
Marrung: Aboriginal Education Plan 2016-2026 
designed to increase engagement and participation 
of Aboriginal students in vocational education and 
training.

Overall, the institute aims to ensure everyone at the 
institute, including the International community, feels 
included valued and respected and has access to equal 
opportunity, which supports full participation at work 
and in the broader community. The Gordon strives to 
retain the diverse workforce talent and support staff to 
maintain a long and productive working career.

The Gordon complies with the Gender Equality Act 
2020 and is committed to reflecting the region’s diverse 
community across the workforce and to creating 
an inclusive work environment. The Institute also 
recognises that valuing the individual skills, perspectives 
and experiences women bring to the workplace 
contributes to a high performing organisation and 
improved service delivery.

Committed to  
Inclusivity, Equality 
and Diversity



YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

First international students 
arrive from Tokyo to study 

a wool course.

1920 1934
Visit by Prince Henry, 

Duke of Gloucester and 
third son of George V.

Japanese student Mr Nakahara 
oversees 1300 Corriedale 

sheep sent to Japan.

1936
First Nauruan students 
(identified as potential 
leaders) commence.

1968

Former students  
Hammer DeRoburt (R) and 

Raymond Gadabu (L) become 
Naurua’s first president and  
vice-president respectively.

1974

78 international students are enrolled 
(6% of full time enrolments).

Access to TAFE is increased for 
groups with special needs including 

non-English-speaking people.

1979

Officially joins WorldSkills,  
the international championships  

of vocational skills.

1982

1983
Our Australian WorldSkills  

team competes internationally  
for the first time in Linz, Austria.

Competes at the WorldSkills 
international events in Taipei,  

Osaka and Birmingham.
Full fee paying overseas students  

are enrolled for the first time.

1989 19901985 - 89
Gordon staff begin  
visiting East and  

South-East Asia to recruit  
overseas students.

1990

Success at a number of 
international WorldSkills 
competitions held across 

hairdressing, joinery, 
floristry, carpentry and 

cookery.

2002 - 20152004
Fashion students go to Hong Kong  

for a study tour. 
Students from Ikenobo College 
experience Australian culture 
and lifestyle at the institute.

2012

ELICOS celebrates 7 years 
hosting corporate study tours 
for DENSO Japan Technical 

Skills Academy.

2015

Success at international 
WorldSkills in Abu Dhabi and 

Kazan across joinery, 
hairdressing, mechatronics 

and cookery.

2015 - 2019
The ELICOS program  
hosts students from  

Hong Kong Institute of 
Vocational Education. 

In 2018 ELICOS graduate,  
journalist Shokoofeh Azar, is 
shortlisted for the Stella Prize  

for her book, ‘The Enlightenment  
of the Greengage Tree’.

2018
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TIMELINE 

Olympic swimming champion, 
Masaji “Kiyo” Kiyokawa, 

commences a wool course.

1937
The first President of Nauru,  

Hammer DeRoburt, begins utility 
school teaching and wireless operation.

1938 1943

Papua New Guinean war hero  
Nelson Tokidora starts studies in 
electrical and wireless operations

Dressmaking and textiles  
become popular courses  

among international students. 

1950

Formerly a teacher at the 
Government Agricultural School 

Cawnpore, India, Bal Khrisna 
Kimothi is awarded the first ever 

fellowship diploma in textiles.

World Champion swimmer  
and 1956 Olympian official,  

Hironoshin Furahashi, 
known as ‘flying fish’, 
begins a wool course.

19531956

International student 
Ong Guan Teck wins first 

prize in Architecture.

1960
125 international students, 

particularly Asian, are enrolled 
(nearly 30% of diploma students).

1936

1990

English Language 
Intensive Courses for 
Overseas Students 
(ELICOS) opens.

1993
International WorldSkills 

competition in Taipei, Taiwan.

The Gordon supports a migrant 
employment program to help place 

400 Geelong clients, it has one of the 
highest success rates in the state.

Gordon Consulting-
International is established 
for off-shore teaching and 

training contracts.

Chinese students are enrolled to 
study English and wool classes 
through Gordon Consulting-

International.

1995

1997
International marketing  

students visit Ford.

1999
170 international students are enrolled across 

mainstream courses as a result of ELICOS.

Architectural computing 
competitor David Brock wins 

silver in Seoul, Korea.

2002
ELICOS becomes a NEAS  
Quality Endorsed Centre

2001

The Gordon partners with  
Pearson to become the region’s  

only Pearson Test Centre.

2018
Commencement of Diploma 
of Building and Construction 

in Chongqing Jianzhu 
College(CJC) in China. 

2019
Joins Chongqing Centre for International 
Education Exchange to deliver teacher 
training to over 50 vocational colleges 

and schools in China.

2020 YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
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The Gordon 

2 Fenwick Street, Geelong,  
Victoria, Australia 3220

Contact Us

P  +61 3 5225 0800   E commercial@gordontafe.edu.au

M  Private Bag 1, Geelong Mail Centre Victoria, Australia 3221

 

 Accessibility enquiries phone (03) 5225 0835 or  
email disabilitysupportservices@gordontafe.edu.au

Real skills.

Real experience.

Real outcomes.


